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Morris v. University of Chicago Hospitals


Settlement:  $8 Million 

.  


In August, l982, Valerie Morris had surgery to remove an abdominal abscess.  After surgery, she developed swelling in both her legs.  The surgeons ordered a PRG, a non-invasive vascular test, which is used to rule out blood clots in the legs as a cause of the swelling.  The PRG test results were read as negative, so the surgeons assumed her swelling was caused by excess fluid administration.  The next day Valerie was found in cardiac arrest on the floor of her hospital room. Despite resuscitation, Valerie suffered brain damage and lived in a vegetative state for the next nine years before she died in l991.  


In l994, Plaintiff’s counsel was asked to investigate the cause of Valerie’s cardiac arrest.  The cause of the arrest was still considered unknown at the time of her death.  The PRG test had not been used by physicians since l985.  After research, Plaintiff’s counsel retained the vascular surgeon who had invented the PRG test.  This surgeon reviewed the PRG test and concluded that it had been misinterpreted as negative.  Instead, the test demonstrated evidence of a blood clot (“DVT”) in Valerie’s large veins near the site of her original surgery, which had broken off and traveled to her heart. 


In 1995, this was the largest wrongful death settlement for medical malpractice ever obtained in Illinois. 

