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Magdriaz v. St. Margaret Mercy Hospitals







Partial Settlement:  1.25 Million


A Hammond, Indiana Firefighter was admitted to the hospital for routine heart bypass surgery.  After surgery, he was transferred to the Intensive Care Unit and was resting comfortably.   The bedside ICU nurse intending to give the patient an I.V. antibiotic drug went to medication bin and retrieved an IV bag which she believed was Vancomycin for the patient.  


Cardinal Health which operated the pharmacy labeled all I.V. drug bags with the same yellow patient labels, despite pharmacy recommendations that “High Alert” drugs contain special labeling, delivery and storage procedures.  The nurse mistakenly retrieved an IV bag containing a paralytic and administered it to the patient.  The patient suffered a respiratory arrest and ultimately died.  


The hospital settled on behalf of the nurse paying the maximum allowable under Indiana law.  However, the case remains pending against Cardinal Health for failure to implement a safety system for High Alert drugs, including auxiliary warning labels, special delivery procedures and segregated storage. 

