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Estate of Lucas v. Roper, M.D.



Settlement:  $1 Million


A surviving widow and her two children filed a wrongful death case against a surgeon for not doing a timely exploratory surgery to determine the cause of the patient’s diarrhea, cramping, and lower abdominal pain for three days.  The physician claimed that he delayed the surgery, because the patient refused surgery because he weighed 350 pounds making him to large for an abdominal CT-scan. However, no documentation of the patient’s refusal to accept medical treatment against medical advice was charted.  The patient died of peritonitis which resulted from an undiagnosed perforation to his bowel.

