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Wheeler v. Newburg Construction Co, et. al.


Settlement:  $18 Million


The plaintiff, age 20, who worked for a drilling subcontractor on the I-355 Toll way Project Extension, was directed by the general contractor to drill caisson holes for a concrete bridge support.  The site of the drilling was immediately beneath high power lines owned by Commonwealth Edison Co.  As a result of a failure to coordinate the work schedule between the general contractor and the Commonwealth Edison, the plaintiff believed that the power lines had been disconnected.  When the plaintiff raised the boom of his drill rig electricity arced from the power lines to the boom electrocuting him.  He suffered disfiguring third degree burns to ninety percent of his body, and amputation of an arm and leg.

